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The International 


Missionary Union 


A Spirited Meeting at Clifton Springs 


The International Missionary Union met as 
usual at Clifton Springs, N. Y., for the week 
June 5 to 11 inclusive, this being its eighteenth 
annual meeting. One hundred and fifty-six 
missionaries were present, fifty-nine of whom 
expect to return to their fields during the year. 
Nearly every board and évery part of the 
world was represented, and the social inter- 
course and the little groups for prayer be- 
tween the sessions are as usual among the 
precious memories. 

God’s providences in missions might be called 
the keynote of the week, and this was strik- 
ingly felt when China’s missionaries told their 
thrilling experiences. Whether from the lips 
of the China Inland missionary, the Presby- 
terian, the Baptist, the Methodist, the Congre- 
gationalist, or any other, it was the same won- 
derful story of the presence of God in the 
midst of trial, the same consciousness, of be- 
ing upheld by the prayers of Christians at 
home, the same joy in being permitted to suf- 
fer for Christ, the same confident expectation 
of the evangelization of China, and, where re- 
turn to work was possible, the same delight 
in the prospect. Rev. F. D. Gamewell, Rev. 
J. L. Whiting and Dr. Edna Terry told of 
God’s providences in the siege of Peking. 
Rev. W. P. Sprague, Rev. Mark Williams and 
Dr. Virginia Murdock told of God’s provi- 
dences in the sixty days’ flight 1,200 miles 
across the desert of Gobi. Mr. Dreyer of the 
China Inland Mission told of God’s provi- 
dences in his flight with ten ladies, two chil- 
dren and a sick man forty-five days’ journey 
from the interior. Both children died on the 
way. The presence of Mrs. George L. Wil- 
liams of Shansi was an object lesson of God’s 
supporting grace to the martyr’s widow. 

The features which have become a perma- 
nent part of the union and which draw the 
largest crowds from outside the membership 
were as interesting as usual—the recogni- 
tion meeting, when all members introduce 
themselves, the woman’s meeting, the chil- 
dren’s meeting, the stereopticon composite 
lecture, the president’s reception, the photo- 
graph of the union and the farewell to out- 
going missionaries. The memorial services 
were touching, including the names of Dr. 
Henry Foster, the beloved friend of missiona- 
ries, Dr. Cyrus Hamlin, associated with the 
union from its beginning, the martyrs of 
China and others. 

The morning devotional hour and the dis- 
cussions which followed were unusually spir- 
itaal. ‘“ My gospel,” the Word as God has re- 
vealed it to me, was a theme which brought 
out testimonies of rich personal experience. 
One after another repeated passages of Scrip- 
ture which at a time of peculiar need had 
become “ my gospel.”” Dr. J. Howard Taylor 
—son of Hudson Taylor—and his wife, Ger- 
aldine Guinness Taylor, added interest to 
these and other meetings. 

Rev. Harlan P. Beach, formerly of China, 
now connected with the student volunteer 
movement, asked the missionaries to give him 
in a sentence what each regarded as the most 
essential preparation for foreign service. 
Quick responses came from all over the house: 
“Be practical,” “Study the Bible,” “Get a 


thorough education,” ‘Take a theological 
course,” ‘Seek the gift of the Spirit,” “An 
aptness in presenting simple gospel truth,” 
“Try your gifts at home, in city mission work 
or elsewhere,” “ The habit of prayer,” “Study 
the field where you intend to go,” “Get a pre- 
liminary knowledge of all fields,” ‘‘Get in 
correspondence with live missionaries on the 
field,’ “‘ Come into contact witli missionaries 
as home,” “Study missionary biography as 
an inspiration,” “‘ Be settled in theology be- 
fore you go,” “ Have a practical business ex- 
perience,” “ Be willing to do anything which 
is needed,” “ Acquire a knowledge of simple 
drugs and of pulling teeth,” ‘“ Missionaries 
should get the idea that the natives can teach 
us something,” “ Do not try to upset the work 
of your predecessor for at least three years,” 
“Take with you plenty of patience and flan- 
nel,” “It is essential to understand the peo- 
ple,” “ A good knowledge of nursing is an im- 
portant preparation.” Missionaries from 
India said that a study of the language before 
going out to India would be of immense value, 
but those from China said that the time would 
be wasted in studying Chinese here. 

A discussion of the question, “‘ What are 
the strategic points for missions in the new 
century ?” furnished an interesting hour. 
Dr. S. L. Baldwin put Shanghai first, as a 
great cential point for China and the whole 
Oriental world, while Singapore and Calcutta 
were also important points. Mr. Openshaw 
claimed that Hankow was the real center 
of Chinese influence, of railway activity, of 
trade, of language extension. Dr. Downie 
made a plea for Port Said in Egypt, a place 
through which passes almost the entire trade 
between the West and the East and a place of 
terrible wickedness, and where only one 
colporter and a few good women are working 
for Christ. Mr. Bunker spoke of the strategic 
points along what he called “ Africa’s back- 
bone” from Khartoum on the Nile to the 
southern extremity, emphasizing the fact 
that Johannesburg is increasingly a center 
of opportunity. Others spoke of strategic 
points in Mexico, in St. Petersburg in Russia, 
in Budapest in Hungary, and Buenos Ayres 
in South America. Dr. Whiting, of Peking. 
said that the strategic point in missions was 
rather a point of time than of place, and 
that the point of time in each country is now. 

E. H. B. 





Items of Interest 


The king of Italy has given $20,000 toward 
establishing a hospital for the treatment of 
phthisis. 

Rev. Dr. Newman Hall of London, though 
eighty-five years old, is well and hearty, and 
preaches frequently to Nonconformist congre- 
gations. 

Rev. Sheldon Jackson, the well-known mis- 
sionary and general agent of education in 
Alaska, reports that disease is rapidly deci 
mating the population of the Aleutian Islands. 

The birth of a fourth daughter to the czar 


and czarina of Russia comes as somewhat of | 


a disappointment, inasmuch as a son had been 


longed and prayed for. The czar made the 
advent of his child an excuse for authorizing 
the release of some of the leaders of the re- 
cent student uprisings. 

Mr. John D. Rockefeller has endowed three 
scholarships at the Teachers’ College, New 
York city, especially for Southern Negroes, 
men and women who have shown aptitude in 
teaching and desire the best training in 
pedagogy. Each will have an income of $500 
while studying in New York. 

John S. Sargent, the eminent American 
painter, is exhibiting at the Royal Academy 
in London a large crucifix (sculptured) for 
the Boston Public Library, in which Adam 
and Eve are represented as standing on either 
side of the cross holding chalices to catch the 
blood flowing from Jesus’ wounds. 

A decision of Supreme Court Justice Rich 
of Rochester, N. Y., proclaims the legality of 
payment of the salaries of Roman Catholic 
teachers in St. Mary’s Orphan Asylum by the 
Rochester Board of Education, a suit against 
the board to prevent its paying the salaries of 
the sisters by the leader of the A. P. A. move- 
ment in the city having been won by the 
Board of Education. 

Emperor William of Germany, in a speech 
at Cuxhaven last week given to attendants on 
a regatta on the Eibe, dwelt on Germany’s 
emergence as a marine’ power, predicted 
greater things for the empire as a colonizing 
and trading nation, and ventured the opin- 
ion that the outcome of affairs in China fur- 
nished the guarantee of peace in Europe for 
a long time to come. 

Mr. Wanamaker pezsists in his effort to get 
control of the street railway franchises of 
Philadelphia in the interests of the people, 
and proffers $3,000,000 to the present holders 
of the franchises—$2,500,000 of the sum to go 
to the city and $500,000 of it to the present 
holders as a bonus to induce them to give up 
what cost them nothing. It is not imagined 
that Mr. Wanamaker’s offer will be accepted, 
but his concrete method of showing to the 
people of Philadelphia what they are endur- 
ing from robbers in the legislature and out of 
it may aid in creating sentiment against the 
present order of things. An old-fashioned 
town meeting has been called to afford an out- 
let for civic indignation, and it may possibly 
lead to an uprising. 





Guests of the Coming. National 
Council 


The National Council, at its meeting next 
October, will have at least two ministers 
from England as its guests. Rev. J. Morgan 
Gibbon of Stamford Hill, London, wiil come 
as a delegate from the Congregational Union 
of England and Wales, and Rev. Hugh G. 
Griffiths will bring greetings and thanks to 
the council and the churches which have 
contributed to the building of the John 
Robinson Memorial Church at Gainsborough, 
of which he is pastor. A recent gift from 
the Eliot Church, Newton, Mass., brings the 
amount of the contributions from America up 
to $2,500. Mr. Gibbon expects to spend several 
weeks in this country and will be available for 
supplying pulpits. He is one of the most pop- 
ular of the younger preachers of London. 
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A Departure in Settlement Work 


The recent dedication of the Riverside Al- 
liance Building in Cambridge, Mass., near 
the corner of Western Avenue and Putnam, 
calls attention to this philanthropic and reli- 
gious service carried on by the young people 
of First Church, and perhaps points to a new 
period in this line of work. The distinctive 
element is the open recognition of the reli- 
gious motive. Some have thought that in 
philanthropic work we must cover up the re- 
ligious spirit, and not until humanity has 
been clothed and fed and reformed shall we 
show our interest in their souls. Since River- 
side work began with a Sunday school, eight 
years ago, its more than eighty workers have 
frankly acknowledged their religious motive, 
yet without attempting to thrust either their 
religion or creed upon their friends in the 
Riverside district, and these friends and 
these homes have been all the more cordial in 
their welcome. 

Here is a brief outline of the work: For 
children under eight years a kindergarten 
from four to five is conducted on Wednesdays. 
At the last meeting ninety children, gathered 
in off the streets, were made happy by their 
games and the friendship of their leaders. 
These children meet on Sanday afternoon in 
Sunday school with the same leader. 

For children over eight the work is varied. 
The prevailing form, as in other philanthropic 
undertakings, is theclub. Of the nine boys’ 
clubs some are purely social, meeting with 
their leader once a week for basket-ball, mu- 
sic, games, or other social times. Other clubs 
have two weekly meetings, one social and one 
for industrial work, such as chair caning, 
wood carving and carpentry. Some clubs ask 
for manual training, clay modeling and cob- 
bling. It is hoped that this can soon be ar- 
ranged for in the new building. One, a mili- 
tary club, gives its meetings entirely to drill 
and target practice. 

The work among the girls, more recently 
organized, consists of three clubs, which hold 
social meetings with basket-bali and music as 
leading features, and sewing school. For 
the younger girls classes are conducted in 
sewing and kitchen garden work, which lat- 
ter bids fair to develop into a more advanced 
form of domestic science. One has only to 
see the intense eagerness with which twenty- 
five or thirty young girls gather round their 
sewing teachers to understand one reason 
why this work has so many friends in the 
Riverside. 

A library and reading-room is epen three 
evenings a week. The largely attended Sun- 
day school requires twenty-five or more 
teachers. The work includes also entertain- 
ments, Sunday school concerts, social even- 
ings for the parents. The mothers have just 
organized a class for the Sunday school which 
points to a mothers’ club. The men are ask- 
ing for a room in the new building where they 
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can meet socially once a week and hold an 
Inquiry Club. The new building, which cost, 
with land, $6,000, contains a hall seating 250, 
for Sunday school, kindergarten and enter- 
tainments; a smaller Sunday school room, 
seating 100, also used for reading-room, sew- 
ing school, games, etc.; two. clubrooms, din- 
ing-room, kitchen and gymnasium... This 
building makes it possible to reach the young 
men and women. Prayer meetings are held 
in the homes every Sunday evening. One of 
the most important features is the visiting in 
the homes. ‘ 

Space fails to describe either the develop- 
ment in the workers or in those for whom 
they work. But both are equally benefited. 
When the day laborer feels that he may, in 
the hour of his greatest trial, take his trouble, 
not to a wretched and unsympathetic home, 
but to a college reom, and there at midnight 
find asympathetic listener and an eager friend 
—truly for such a man Christian brotherhood 
begins to have a meaning. Such things are 
brought to pass by the Riverside work. 

G. E. He 


Westboro’s New Pastor 


Rev. John J. Walker is only thirty-four 
years old, has a pleasant manner and is well 
equipped, both by education and experience, 
for the leadership of this fine historic church. 
He was born in Warren, Mass., and is a 
graduate of Amherst College and Andover 
Seminary. This preparation was supple- 
mented by two years ef school teaching, a 
year’s study at Union Seminary and another 
in Harvard Divinity School and two years’ 
service as assistant pastor of Dr. E. C. Moore 
of Central Church, Providence. After a five 
years’ pastorate at Yarmouth he was called 
to Westboro, where he was installed Dec. 18. 
Dr. Alex. McCullagh preaching the sermon. 

P. 


AS KNOWN BY HIS BRETHREN ON THE CAPE 


That Westboro’s gain is Yarmouth’s loss is 
the general feeling along the Cape after his 
departure. We shall miss the genial smile, 
the warm hand-grasp, the unfailing courtesy, 
the clear brain and true heart of Walker of 
Yarmouth. 

After a half-decade of service on the Cape, 
he enters upon larger work at Westboro, Mass. 
The five years at Yarmouth have been fruit- 
ful for pastor and people. They have been 
years of pastoral activity, earnestness and 
consecrated effort, rewarded by the growing 
Christian culture, broadening vision and 
deepening spirituality of the people. 

His work was larger, however, than could 
be confined within the bounds of his parish. 
His strong yet unobtrusive personality had 
come to exercise a penetrating influence all 
along the Cape, from Woods’ Hole to Woods’ 
End. ‘Sy ie BS ch ae 
Strong in his convictions and fearless in 





their utterance, Mr.. Walker presents his 
ideas with such rare delicacy of treatment 
and charm of manner as to be void of offense 
to those who differ from him. He has ever 
proved himself a wise counselor, a true 
friend, a loyal disciple of Jesus Christ. The 
qualities that have won love and respect in 
Barnstable Conference wil} not fail to mark 
his future ministry. Q: 
In judging a man’s success on the Cape, we 
find it necessary to employ standards not 
foundinthe Year-Book. Statistics tell-almost. 
nothing, a man’s spirit almost everything. In 
a community where diverse interests are in 
danger of clashing, the most valuable man is 
one who embodies the spirit of reconciliation. 
This was the secret of Mr. Walker’s friendli- 
ness with people of all denominations. It 
led him to mediate between the two chief 
modes of thevlogical thought. This spirit 
made his a welcome voice in the ministers’ 
meetings, gave him prominence in union 
Sunday school work, kept warm his interest 
in interdenominational rallies. The young 
people of the Cape will long remember his 
generous service freely given to the union, 
while the Barnstable Conference probably 
never had a more efficient scribe. w. 


Three New Pastors in Michigan 


In Saginaw, the third city of the state, our 
Congregational church is third in size among 
Wolverine Pilgrims, and the proper filling of 
its pulpit is of exceeding importance to our 
fellowship. No better choice could bave been 
made than that which resulted in calling Rev. 
N.S. Bradley from his happy pastorate of ix 
years at Cadillac to this place of large influer ce. 
Mr. Bradley came to us by way of Canada «nd 
Methodism. Ministering in Mitchell, S. D., 
and Telluride, Col., he gathered valuable ex- 
perience in dealing with men of all sorts and 
conditions. He is about forty, of fine pres- 
ence, modern in thought and language, but 
evangelical and constructive in theology. 

Rev. Bastian Smits, whose pastorate has 
begun at Jackson, has steadily gained in the 
esteem of Congregationalists since he came to 
us from the Dutch Keformed Charch, in which 
he was born and trained. He is.son of one 
of the God-fearing Holland pioneers who, 
coming from tlie land of dykes fifty years ago, 
made western Michigan physically a — 
and gave moral vigor to its population. Mr. 
Smits finds a church enthusiastic in welcoming 
him, and finely organized for service by his 
predecessor, Rev. W. E. Strong, now of Am- 
herst, Mass. 

First Church, Grand Rapids, feeling the 
need of stronger, more aggressive work in the 
Sunday school, has called Rev. P. H. Met- 
calf of Elyria, O., for its junior pastor, to 


have special care of work among children 
and young people. 


“D. F, B. 
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